


all who receive the blessing through Abraham's seed, Jesus Christ. Abraham trusted God,
and God directed his paths.

"And so you shall be a blessing" (12:2). These words are both a benediction and a
command. The blessing would come through Abraham's obedience, and would be realized
through the process of redemption. All families of the earth would receive the blessing
through Abraham's seed, Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:16).

So Abraham went (12:4) in obedience to the call. He trusted God. It is this act of
trust and obedience that gave Abraham the title, "friend of God" (II Chronicles 20:7;
Isaiah 41:8; James 2:23), that is, one who demonstrates loyalty to God.

The Faith of Abraham (Genesis 15:1-6)

Now the promise becomes more specific and Abraham's faith is refined and tested even
more. Abraham's faith has already been tested to some degree. After the call (12:1-5),
he was a homeless man, traveling to a new country, and running into various problems
(Genesis 12-14). But these test are nothing compared to the one he faces now. God
confirms His Word and promise to Abraham in a vision, but more information is needed.

The pressure builds around the promise of a son. To fulfill the kingdom promise of a
nation, Abraham obviously needs a son and heir. The problem is that Abraham and Sarah are
very old and still have no children. So Abraham asks, "O Lord God (Yahweh), what wilt
Thou give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"
(15:2). There was the possibility of an adopted son (15:2-3 ), but God had other plans.
Abraham had to trust Him.

God promises that the son shall come from Abraham's own body (15:4), a hope that
would be deferred through six more chapters and some 25 years. Here Abraham does lean on
his own understanding, and tries to work things out, with tragic results (Genesis 16:1,2).
The birth of Ishmael creates a special series of problems, not only for Abraham, but for
all the world even to this day. (The Arabs, descendants of Ishmael, or Edom, remain
enemies of Israel even today.)

But the main point here is that Abraham believes (15:6). He trusts the word and
promise of God, against all odds. As he stood there looking up into the stars of heaven,
did it make much sense to him? Not likely, but he believed. Genesis 15:6 is an immortal
expression of that trust. From Abraham's time on, that faith is the example and definition
of saving faith for countless generations of believers and is essential in understanding
the covenant of the New Testament. In the first place, when God made the declaration that
"it was counted to him for righteousness,"” He meant that Abraham, being yet sinful, was
through faith looked upon by God as being perfectly righteous. That phrase is at the heart
of Paul's gospel in Romans 4:3 and Galatians 3:6. Secondly, the New Testament covenant is
one of grace, not law (Gal. 3:17-22). This covenant of grace was made with Abraham before
the Law was given at Mt Sinai. It was in honor of this covenant of grace that God would one
day bring His people out of Egypt (Exodus 2:24) and His Son into the world (Luke 1:72,73;

Galatians 4:4).

But Abraham believed, not relying on his own understanding. The statement of Genesis
15:6 expresses trust in God and therefore confident assent to His revelation of super-
natural saving grace. The statement is much like an "Amen" spoken by Abraham. Amen means
"Yes, it shall be so." It is that kind of faith that pleases God, and because of it, God

counted Abraham righteous.

Gospel Parallels

Abraham's trust and obedience to the call and word of God resulted in his salvation,
a standing of righteousness before God. This righteousness was imputed to Abraham,

40





















