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acation Bible school can be a tremendous ministry opportunity 
for community outreach and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
But in the overwhelming sea of themes and publishers, how 
can you decide what curriculum to use?

To help with this difficult process every year, Ambassador 
Publications reviews VBS kits and recommends the ones we believe are 
the best. We especially look for biblical accuracy, an emphasis on sin 
and our need of the Savior, and correct Scripture applications. Creative 
presentations can always be added, but many people may not have the 
discernment or ability to correct bad theology. Starting with solid content 
provides a secure foundation on which to build your VBS program. The 
following points can help you choose good curriculum.

Evaluate with questions:
•  Are the lessons scriptural? Do they recognize the authority of the 

Word?
•  Do they distort or embellish Scripture?
•  Do they mislead, taking Scripture out of context or contriving 

Scripture to make it fit?
•  Where is Christ? The central theme of all Scripture is salvation in Christ, 

so the lessons in general should be Christ-centered. 

Look for essential teaching emphases:
•  Jesus is the only way of salvation. All who believe in Jesus as their Savior 

will be saved.
•  Sin and grace, Law and Gospel—the Law shows us our sin and the 

Gospel tells the good news of what Jesus has done.   
•  The Holy Spirit works through the Word to bring spiritual life and growth. 
•  The believer lives by daily repentance and faith, not by a ladder of  

self-improvement.
•  Godly living is a fruit of faith, not a way to earn God’s favor. 

Caution! Watch for red flags:
•  Little or no mention of sin, or denying our sinful nature and referring to 

sin only as wrong things we do.
•  Little or no mention of Jesus the Savior and what He has done for us.
•  Saying we have to “do” something to be saved. We are saved by grace 

alone through faith in Christ.
•  Emphasizing what we need to do to be “good” Christians. Beware of 

moralizing: teaching children to be good and do good without motivating 
them with the Gospel.

After VBS, then what?
Providing VBS daily take-home papers that reinforce the daily Bible lesson 

is a simple way to bring the Gospel into homes of unchurched families. Then 
don’t forget to follow up with students after VBS and provide tools to help them 
continue growing in their Christian faith!
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VBS kit recommendations and 
resources can be found on our 
website at :

ambassadorpublications.org/vbs
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